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The Eiffel Tower is hosting a competition for start-ups in its elevators 
 
On 21st January, the Elevator World Tour™ Paris will bring together the best start-ups 
for the famous Elevator Pitch in the Eiffel Tower elevators. The competition winner 
will benefit from an investment of $100,000.  
 
Next 21st January, a selection of the most promising French start-ups will present 
themselves to a jury made up of investors and experts, hoping to win the 
competition and the financing offered on top. But it's not a classic start-up 
competition, as each entrepreneur will only have the time it takes to reach the first 
floor of the Eiffel Tower from the ground to convince the jury in the elevator. 
 
The Elevator World Tour Paris is organised by 50 Partners, the International 
Startup Festival and the SETE, the company managing the monument on behalf of 
the City of Paris. 
 
"'Real utopia' itself, the Eiffel Tower is delighted to welcome young, persuasive 
entrepreneurs with projects for the future, just like Gustave Eiffel in his time", says 
Eric Spitz, managing director of SETE. 
 
In the world of start-ups, an elevator pitch consists of presenting your project in a 
very global way, in less time than it takes to ride an elevator, but while being 
sufficiently convincing that you get an appointment. 
 
The event is part of a worldwide start-up competition known under the name 
Elevator World Tour, which leads to elevator pitches in some of the most symbolic 
buildings in the world. Other venues on this world tour have been the CN Tower in 
Toronto and the Azrieli Center in Tel Aviv. The next events are planned in New York, 
Rio, Barcelona, Berlin and Santiago. 
 
"We're delighted that the first European part o the Elevator World Tour is being 
held in one of the most fascinating cities in the world, and one of the most symbolic 
monuments", says Philippe Telio, founder of the event. 
"Organising the event in the Eiffel Tower reminds us that some of the most 
ambitious projects have been supported by engineers and entrepreneurs and that 



the greatest successes always start with a strong vision and persevering founders. " 
adds Jérôme Masurel, founder of 50 Partners. 
 
Selected from the start-ups who pitch, the competition winner will win an 
investment of $100,000 from business angels and investors specialised in start-ups. 
 
 
Start-ups can apply until 31st December on the event website 
(http://elevatorworldtour.com/paris.html), and the event will take place on 21st 
January from 6pm to 11pm at the Eiffel Tower. 
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About the International Startup Festival and Elevator World Tour™ 
The Elevator World  Tour™ (www.elevatorworldtour.com) travels the cities in the 
world where the start-up ecosystem is most active, with the most impressive 
elevators, putting entrepreneurs and investors in touch all over the world. The 
Elevator World Tour is a spin-off of the International Startup Festival 
(www.startupfest.com), a unique event held in Montreal, for start-ups, 
entrepreneurs and investors, bringing together over 2000 people from 20 countries 
each year. 
 
About 50 Partners 
50 Partners (www.50partners.fr) is a mentoring programme founded by 
experienced entrepreneurs and designed t support a selection of young start-up 
companies in new technologies. 
The associates of 50 Partners invest financially and operationally with 
entrepreneurs in the programme to direct their business model, support sales 
development and facilitate financing.  
 
About the Société d’Exploitation de la Tour Eiffel (Eiffel Tower Operating 
Company) 
On 1st January 2006, the City of Paris entrusted the operation and management of 
the Eiffel Tower to SETE, as part of a delegation of public service for ten years. SETE 
is a public-private joint venture, of which the capital is held at 60% by the City of 
Paris. It is presided over by Bernard Gaudillère, Councillor of Paris, and managed by 
Eric Spitz. SETE employs 300 people. Its turnover for 2013 rose to 73 million euros.  
 
 
 
 
Contacts: 
 
50 Partners 
Jerome Masurel 
+33 1 84 17 06 28 
jmasurel@50partners.fr 
 
Elevator World Tour International 
Philippe Telio 
+1-514-909-9709 
phil@startupfestival.com  
 
Société d’Exploitation de la tour Eiffel (SETE) 
Alice Beunardeau 
+33 1 44 11 23 08 
abeunardeau@toureiffel.paris  
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